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The Paul & Shark for Archivio Alessandro Mendini special window display.

Paul & Shark

Paul & Shark is teaming up with the
Archivio Alessandro Mendini, paying
homage to the late Italian design master by
outfitting its Milan flagship’s windows with
textiles bearing some of his most
distinctive patterns. An edition of the
signature Proust armchair will stand at the
center of the display.

The Asics Gel-Kinetic 2.0 sneakers
launched at Milan Design Week.

Asics

Japanese sportswear giant Asics wants
design week’s attendees to walk an extra
mile while in Milan. Promoting physical
activity as the secret recipe for a healthy
lifestyle, the brand is building a fictional
research institute at Milan’s Garage 21,
dubbed Asics Kinetic Playscape. Developed
by Los Angeles-based studio Nuova

— founded by Rodrigo Caula and Enrico
Pietra — the installation unfurls over five
rooms, each themed as a different
environment and filled with Japanese
furniture and Italian radical design objects.
Guests are invited to walk through and
discover Asics’ latest release, the Gel-Kinetic
2.0 sneaker, inspired by early-2000s
running shoe designs and featuring the
trademarked Scutoid Gel technology for
extra cushioning and TPU support cage
surrounding the sole for enhanced stability.
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Technogym

The fitness equipment brand Technogym is
staging an exhibition to celebrate 40 years
of Unica, the compact home gym designed
by founder Nerio Alessandri. Curated by
artist Felice Limosani, the exhibition
showcases the Unica machine — compact
yet delivering a full-body workout with
over 25 exercises — through images and
videos featuring 40 influential personalities
who've experienced and lived its story.
They range from tennis player Carlos
Alcaraz and Formula 1 star Charles Leclerc
to Moncler’s executive chairman Remo
Ruffini. As part of the initiative, Technogym
will donate a Unica to a school or charity
chosen by each personality, as a legacy for
future generations.

lked's “Food for Thought” exhibition.

Tkea

Ikea’s new exhibition, “Food for Thought,” is
a journey into how design shapes the way we
cook, eat and connect. Located in Milan’s
Porta Venezia district, the show features a
unique interior design installation with five
room settings. Each room is a collaboration
between a designer and a chef, who
co-created a room and a menu inspired by
life-at-home scenarios connected to food.
Creative duos include Mumbai-based interior
designer Mehek Malhotra, who blends
graphic design and storytelling, paired with
Italian food curator Maurizio Tentella,
known for his refined yet playful approach to
gastronomy. Another tie-up will see designer
Charlotte Taylor, who crafts cozy lived-in
spaces, with chef Ben Lippett of Dr Sting’s
Hot Honey. Each day a different duo will
host cooking demos, and in the evenings, the
space will turn into an aperitivo bar serving
food inspired by the room settings.
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A rendering of the PDPaola installation.

PDPaola

Spanish jewelry label PDPaola will set up
the “Crafted to Transcend” installation in
the courtyard of the Universita degli Studi
di Milano university. Conceived by the
brand’s founder Paola Sasplugas with
designer Angela Roman and inspired by the
organic shape of the label’s Glacier earring,
the large-scale installation will deliberately
play with smooth, shiny surfaces and raw
surfaces in a quest to express the dynamism
of design. In the same vein, visitors will be
invited to interact with the installation by
engraving and morphing its central part in
gesso, so that its shape can progressively
transform and evolve throughout the week.

[The installation by Gala Rotelli's Artset.

Gala Rotelli

Another installation at the university will
mark the debut of Artset, the creative
studio designer Gala Rotelli is launching

with Mara Mentasti. Named “Chiedi alla
luna,” or “Ask to the moon,” the blue-hued
installation will invite visitors to sit in front
of a mirrored, waxing crescent moon shape
and connect with it through a live chat or by
picking a question among 12 options. Guests
will receive a customized, Al-generated
reply empowered by Italian tech company
LiveHelp, which will be also printed on a
paper they can carry back home.

A sketch of the Wild Kong sculpture by
Fidenza Village and Richard Orlinski.

Fidenza Village

Fidenza Village — the luxury outlet part of
The Bicester Collection — will also set “Wild
Kong,” a sculpture by French artist Richard
Orlinski, at the university. The red resin
creation will be presented in collaboration
with La Galleria Deodato Arte and curated
by artist Luca Bravo. The gorilla is one of
Orlinski’s signature subjects, part of his
Born Wild concept exploring the tension
between instinct and consciousness,
strength and vulnerability. After Milan
Design Week, the sculpture will move to
Fidenza Village, joining a collection of 29
artworks on display across the site.

Tivioli x Demisch Danant

Tivioli

Heritage Italian brand Tivioli and French-
American gallery and interior design firm
Demisch Danant will present “Interplay,” a
collaborative exhibition exploring the
intersection of couture materials and
historic design. Co-curated by Suzanne
Demisch and interior designer Lily Kelly, it
will be on display at Tivioli’s Via Santo
Spirito 24 boutique. Structured as four
vignettes, the installation presents intimate
compositions where furniture, lighting,
objects, garments, textiles and art form
unified environments. Each vignette is a
staged composition treating fashion and
furniture as parallel forms of object-
making. Furniture and objects from
Demisch Danant, specialist galleries, and
auction houses are paired with Tivioli’s
couture materials archive. Upholstered
seating, lighting and design objects are
paired with garments as sculptural forms.

Crafts commissioned by
Leda Athanasopoulou.

Visitors will experience works by the likes
of A.R.P. and René-Jean Caillette,
encountering design languages spanning
from Art Deco to postwar French
modernism through layered compositions.

La Bottega Collective capsule collection “Le
Grand Tour” designed by Campbell-Rey studio.

La Bottega Collective

La Bottega Collective is presenting “Le
Grand Tour,” a capsule collection of travel
accessories designed by London-based
studio Campbell-Rey for the Palatino
Hospitality group. The range encompasses
essential travel items, including garment
bag, carry-on weekender, slippers, jewelry
case and vide-poche. Crafted from luxurious
materials like pressed leather, tiger’s eye,
marble, lapis lazuli and velvet, the pieces
come in rich jewel-toned colors, including
ruby red, olive green, fuchsia and burgundy.

Ambra Medda

AMO, the curatorial and creative practice
founded by Ambra Medda — who has
worked with clients such as Louis Vuitton,
Fendi, Tod’s, Roger Vivier and Christie’s

— will present “Sail Away.” This is a
collaborative exhibition by Greek designer
Leda Athanasopoulou and Chinese artist
Yumo Yuan, exploring craftsmanship.

For this project, Athanasopoulou
commissioned pieces from the island of
Lesvos, where traditional potters in the
village of Mantamados still fire local clay in
kilns fueled by olive pits. These add to the
aluminum-cast taverna chairs and tama
shoes, which are hand-painted by a local
artist in the nearby village of Kalloni. Yuan
also translated Greek motifs into hand-
painted silk weavings inspired by
18th-century warp print techniques,
blending Chinese folk art aesthetics with
Hellenic imagery.

Opening on Monday and running through
Friday, the exhibit will be staged in AMO’s
new and first permanent space in Milan’s Via
Nullo. Designed as a flexible environment for
cultural exchange and experimentation, the
721-square-foot space will host the activities
of AMO Projects and AMO Shops, the
consultancy and commercial arms of the
studio, respectively. m
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